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The Municipal experiments were various. We must remember
that the relief of tho poor was still regarded as a charitable duty
on the part of individuals, not as a function of the city or state
as a whole. Anything like compulsory contribution was quite
impossible at first. Anothcrpoint tobe noted is that the sixteenth-
century authorities, in tins case wiser than those of the nineteenth,
believed that prevention was better than cure, and did not wait
for a family to be destitute before providing help. Indeed, much
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of the regulation turns on what we should call emergency help,
such as cheap corn in time of scarcity, loans to replace loss by
fire or flood, the apprenticing of children of poor parents, and
so on. The following typical efforts arc recorded of London
and some other towns. Corn was stored, and thrown on the
market in times of high prices* Beggars were forbidden to ask
charity without a licence, and in 1524 in London a search was
made for able-bodied idlers, who were whipped. In 1547 the
London Common Council levied a compulsory tax for relief of
the poor, At the instigation of Bishop Latimer in 1552 a comprc-